UBRARY 


Council  offices, 
STURMINSTER  HEV/TOH, 
Dorset. 


1st  June  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Sturminster  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1949. 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Article  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations  1935. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  district  during  the 
year  has  remained  good  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue  incidence 
of  serious  infectious  disease. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dean  and  Mr.  Hodson,  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the 'year  and 
for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk, 
Miss  L.  Davidge,  for  her  efficient  services  throughout  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen,  for  your 
courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

/  P  ^ 
jboU  V 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STURMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1  9  4  9. 


A.  Area  -  45,364  acres. 

Rateable  Value  -  £41,756 
Product  of  a  penny  rate  -  £161. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  -  8,855 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  Comparative  figures  for 

(a)  North  Dorset  (b)  England  & 
Ma le  Fema le .  Wales, 


Total  (159) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

77 

74 

3 

82  ) 
79  ) 
3  ) 

Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pop: 

=  17.9 

14.6 

16.7 

STILLBIRTHS . 

Total  (3) 

2 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pop: 

=  0.3 

0.  2 

0.39 

DEATHS. 

Total  (127) 

74 

53 

Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pop: 

=  14.3 

10.2 

11.7 

Deaths  in 
infants  under 
one  year  (4)  1 

3 

Infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 
live  births  =  25. 1 

25.1 

52. 

Deaths  from 
Deaths  from 
Deaths  from 

Tuberculosis  -  1 

maternal  causes  -  Nil 

diarrhoea  in  infants  -  Nil 

B .  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  district . 

The  Personal  Health  Services,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  are  . 
adminstered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (through  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board)  or  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
necessary  to  draw  your  attention  to  any  matters  concerned  with  these 
services. 

Laboratory  Services.  The  County  Laboratory  has  continued  to  render 
helpful  and  efficient  services  during  the  year.  The  services  of  the 
Laboratory  are  available  for  the  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice 
cream  sarmplcs  and  for  various  investigations  in  connection  with  the 
control  of  infectious  disease.  A  copy  of  all  reports  sent  by  the 
Laboratory  to  hospitals  or  private  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district,  which  may  be  of  public  health  interest,  are  sent  to  your 
Medical  officer  and  are  of  particular  value  to  him. 
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G.  Environmental  Health  Services. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  - 

1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  & 

Water  &  Sewerage  forks  Engineer.  -  J.H.  Dean,  M.  S. I.A.  ,C.R» S. I. 
Sanitary  Inspector  -  F.  Hodson,  M.  S.  I .  A.  ,A.  M.  I.  S.E.  ,M.  R.  San.  I. 

Clerical  staff  -  one  whole-time  clerk. 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Quantity. 

Statistics  for  period  1st  January  to  31st  December  1949:- 

Total  water  consumption  for  year  from  Council's 

own  sources  of  supply  117,348,000 

Deduct  bulk  supplies  to:- 

Dor Chester  R.D.O.  (1.  Buckland  Newton  2,724,000 

(2.  Brockhampton  771,000 

Sherborne  R.D.C.  (1.  Holwcll  and 

Bishops  Caundle  7,087,000  10,582,000 

106,766,000 

Add  bulk  supply  from  Wincanton  R.D.C.  21,285,000 

Nett  District  Consumption;-  128,051,000 

Total  water  supplies  afforded  by  meter  55,980,000 

Total  un-mete red  water  supplies  (mainly  domestic)  72,071,000 

On  population  supplied  of  approximately  8,000  persons,  this  works 
out  at  about  25  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Reliable  yields.  The  Council's  own  sources  of  water  supply  are 
from  springs  from  greensand  outcrops,  and  actual  gaugings  give  the 
following  reliable  yields;- 


Cookwcll,  Okeford  Fitzpaino 
Duntish,  Buckland  Newton 
Ibbcrton 
Shillingstone 


150,000  g.p.d. 
96,000 
26,000 
26,000 


Total  -  298,000  g.p.d. 


Considerable  water  shortage  was  again  experienced  during  the  year, 
and  apart  from  the  Parishes  of  Stalbridge  and  Stourton  Caundle  which 
receive  a  bulk  water  supply  from  Wincanton  R.D.C. ,  the  water  supply 
had  to  be  restricted  from  6  p.m,  to  7  a.m.  between  the  7th  July  1949 

and  the  24th  October  1949. 

Fortunately,  an  earlier  winter  rainfall  enabled  the  springs  to 
return  to  normal  sooner  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  steady 
demand  for  new  connections  for  the  Housing  Schemes,  and  agricultural 
development  makes  it  certain  that  a  water  restriction  will  be 
necessary  again  during  1950. 

(b)  Quality. 

Samples  of  water  from  all  the  sources  were  submitted  monthly 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  in  addition  frequent  check 
testing  of  the  chlorinated  water  was  carried  out  to  ascertain 
presence  of  free  chlorine.  The  bacteriological  results  were 
generally  satisfactory 

No  mains  extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  apart  from 
small  branches  into  now  Housing  Estates. 
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ITow  connections. 


(i)  domestic  use . 30 

(ii)  agricultural  use . 21 

(iii)  other  purposes . 21 


Following  arc  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
parish  by  parish,  supplied  from  the  public  mains 


- ¥ - 

PARISH 

Counc: 

l!  Mains 

private 

Mains 

Yells 

etc . 

In 

Out 

Public 

standpipe 

In 

Out 

Public 

standpi 

In 

PG  ...  . 

Out 

Child  Okeford 

99 

23 

3 

38 

Fifehead  Magdalen 

30 

3 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Fifehoad  Neville 

33 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Hazelbury  Bryan 

107 

22 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

13 

Hanford 

7 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

3 

Hammo  on 

15 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Hinton  St.  Mary 

7 

— 

— 

35 

14 

- 

- 

1 

Ibberton 

22 

6 

~ 

- 

- 

4 

2 

- 

Lydlinch 

52 

24 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

2 

Manston 

27 

12 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Mappowdcr 

37 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Marnhull 

221 

24 

38 

1 

- 

2 

38 

Okeford  Fitzpaine 

94 

10 

24 

7 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Pulham 

29 

7 

4 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Stalbridge 

42 

45 

32 

— 

— 

- 

- 

5 

Shillingstone 

109 

18 

- 

- 

- 

— 

4 

17 

Stoke  Wake 

- 

— 

- 

12 

4 

1 

- 

2 

Stourton  Caundle 

44 

1 

14 

2 

- 

- 

1 

7 

Sturminster  Newton 

372 

34 

30 

— 

— 

- 

1 

3 

Woo  Hand 

— 

— 

— 

16 

3 

1 

— 

7 

Wootton  Glanvilles 

28 

2 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTAL  - 

1375 

241 

144 

86 

21 

6 

19 

145 

Priors  Down 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Council  Houses 

705 

4 

mm 

— 

TOTAL  - 

2116 

241 

144 

90 

21 

6 

19 

145 

Proposed  schemes  for  additional  water  supply.  The  proposed  scheme 
for  obtaining  additional  water  from  new  boreholes  at  Alton  pancras  has 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
first  portion  of  the  scheme  will  be  commenced  on  the  1st  April  1950. 
permission  to  invite  tenders  has  been  obtained  and  provisional  orders 
placed  for  pipes  and  machinery. 

3.  DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE . 

Stalbridge.  Existing  sludge  drying  bed  provision  is  inadequate  and 
the  Council  has  approved  an  application  for  additional  sludge  beds. 

Hazel bury  Bryan.  Sewerage  extension  to  the  hamlet  of  Kingston 
completed.  Drainage  connections  proceeding. 

Shillingstone  and  Contract  No.  1  for  sewerage  in  Shillingstone , 
almost  completed. 

Okeford  Fitzpaine,  Contract  No.  2  for  sewage  disposal  works  almost 
completed.,  Contract  No.  3  for  sewerage  to  Okeford  Fitzpaine  commenced 
toward  end  of  year. 

Marnhull .  Portion  of  sewerage  scheme  and  sewage  disposal  works 
completed.  Drainage  connections  proceeding. 

Stourton  Caundle.  Sewerage  scheme  almost  completed.  Sewage  disposal 
works  completed  and  drainage  connections  proceeding. 


Mans ton.  Sewerage  completed  and  sewage  disposal  works  almost 
completed. 


Glanvillcs  Wootton.  A  contract  for  a  portion  of  the  sewerage  and 
for  the  sewage  disposal  works  has  boon  approved  and  an  early  starting 
date  for  the  works  is  expected. 

Samples.  Samples  of  effluent  from  all  sewage  works  have  been 
regularly  taken  at  three  monthly  intervals  as  a  check  on  works 
maintenance.  The  results  except  for  three  samples  from  Stalbridge 
wore  satisfactory.  Careful  investigation  at  the  Stalbridge  works 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  very  low  dry  weather  flows  during  the 
prolonged  dry  summer  had  shown  up  defects  in  the  weirs  of  both  the 
humus  and  settlement  tanks.  The  weirs  consist  of  thin  steel  sheets 
which  are  slightly  warped  and  do  not  permit  of  even  circulation  such 
that  the  low  flows  of  strong  sewage  produced  an  effluent  with  a  higher 
solids  in  suspension  figure  than  the  accepted  standard. 

Steps  arc  being  taken  to  rectify  this  trouble. 

Approved  Schemes.  Sewerage  schemes  for  the  undermentioned  parishes 
have  been  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  but  have  not  yet  been 
commenced; - 

(a.)  Child  Okcford.  Contract  No.  4  for  sewerage. 

(b)  Marnhull  and  Hinton  St.  Mary.  Remaining  part  of  parish 

and  extension  of  sewage  disposal  works. 

(c)  Sturminster  Newton.  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

(d)  Hazclbury  Britan.  Remaining  part  of  parish  and  extension 

of  sewage  disposal  works. 

(e)  Mappowdcr,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

Proposed  Scheme.  A  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is  being 
prepared  for  the  King’s  Stagg  area  of  Lydlinch,  where  a  considerable 
number  of  serious  drainage  nuisances  exist  and  which  are  difficult  to 
deal  with  owing  to  the  level  and  nature  of  the  land. 

Drainage.  The  Council  has  approved  proposals  for  the  conversion 
of  E.Cs,  to  W.Cs.  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  and 
also  provision  for  easy  payments  over  a  7  year  period  of  the  cost  of 
schemes  for  necessary  drainage  for  houses  carried  out  under  Section  275 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  House  Refuse.  Increase  in  quantity  of  refuse  collected  has 
rendered-" l t” no c e s s a r y  to  split  the  monthly  collection  in  the  parishes 
of  Shillingstone  and  Child  Okcford  into  two  separate  days  instead  of 
one  day  as  formerly. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  the  condition  of 
the  existing  refuse  lorry  has  been  considered  by  the  Council,  and  in 
order  to  reduce  the  number  of  journeys  to  and  from  the  tip,  a  decision 
has  been  made  to  purchase  a  22.5  cubic  yard  capacity  rear  loading 
vehicle. 


The  question  of  the  space  at  the  refuse  tip  has  been  considered 
and  proposals  for  another  site  are  being  placed  before  the  planning 
Committee. 


(b)  Salvage.  The 

f  ollov/ing 

materials 

were 

salvaged  and  s 

during  the  year;- 

t. 

Weight. 

c.  q. 

lbs. 

Value . 

£.  s. 

d. 

Paper 

30. 

18. 

3. 

0. 

206. 

15. 

0. 

Textiles 

2. 

0. 

1. 

0. 

15. 

10. 

0. 

Bones 

1. 

2. 

2. 

0. 

6. 

15. 

0. 

Metals  ( non-ferrous) 

11. 

3. 

0. 

7. 

15. 

0. 

Metals  (ferrous) 

4. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

8. 

0. 

0. 

Bottlus  and  jars 

2. 

19. 

1. 

0. 

21. 

0. 

0. 

• 

l — l 

12, 

2. 

0. 

£265. 

15. 

0. 

4 


The  reduction  in  the  value  of  paper  salvaged  has  had  a  serious 
effect  on  the  income  from  this  source,  but  for  the  time  being  the 
baling  of  paper  is  being  continued. 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying.  The  cesspool  emptying  service  operated 
under  Section- 74  of  tHe  Public  Health  Act  1956  in  accordance  with  the 
scheme  set  out  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  has  been  valuable  in  • 
reducing  and  abating  nuisances  particularly  on  Council  Housing  estates. 

The  service  has  not  been  used  to  the  extent  anticipated,  by  private 
owners  and  adjoining  local  authorities,  but  the  equipment  has  been 
found  of  considerable  value  for  maintenance  of  sewage  disposal  works 
operated  by  the  Council  in  the  smaller  villages. 

No.  of  cesspools  emptied  during  the  year . 431 

5.  RIVERS  &  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

Milk  Factories.  No  material  progress  has  been  made  in  an  agreement 
being  reached  between  the  owners  of  the  milk  factories  at  Shilling stone 
and  Sturminster  Newton,  and  the  Council  for  the  reception  of  their 
trade  waste  into  the  Council’s  sewers. 

The  Milk  Marketing  Board  at  Sturminster  Newton  has  submitted 
proposals  for  separate  sewage  disposal  works  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  Council’s  proposed  works,  and  protracted  and  apparently  delaying 
negotiations  are  still  proceeding  as  regards  the  Shillings tone  factory. 

No  other  complaints  of  river  pollution  have  been  received. 


6.  SHOPS  ACT. 


No.  of  inspections  carried  out . 42 

No.  of  defects  found . .  5 

No.  of  notices  served.. .  4 

No.  of  notices  complied  with... . 4 


7.  RECTORIES  ACT,  1957. 


( i)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
( i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworker’s  premises) 


No.  on  Written 

register.  Inspections.  Notices 


17 


19  10 


24 


23 


29 


43 


4 


Total  -  70 


85  14 


Want  of  cleanliness 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  wer#. 

Found.  Remedied. 


9 


10 


Sanitary  conveniences  - 

Unsuitable  or  defective  4 


3 


Total  -  13  13 


No.  of  outworkers  -  151. 
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8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT . 


No  action  has  been  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year, 

9.  SHIMMING  BATHS. 


There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  district  to  which  the  public 
have  access, 

10.  CAMPING  SITES. 

One  site  is  licensed  for  3  caravans  and  one  person  is  licensed  to 
occupy  a  caravan  on  a  specific  site. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES, 


The  following  disinfestations  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year:- 


IaJ  Ants . 7 

b)  Cockroaches . 3 

c)  pleas . 10 

d)  plies . 3 

c)  Crickets . 3 

f )  Lice . . . 1 

g;  Mosquitos.  . . . 4 


D.D.T*  and  gammexane  preparations  have  been  used  with  considerable 
success  in  these  cases-,  A  new  experimental  powder  known  as  Cooper's 
Experimental  Powder  No.  1  has  been  tried  on  cockroaches,  so  far., 
without  conclusive  results. 

12.  RATS  &  MICE. 

Notifications  to  the  Rodent  Officer  of  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent 
Committee  - 


(a)  Rats . 49 

(b)  Mice . 7 


The  sewers  at  Stalbridge  and  Sturminster  Newton  have  been  treated 
by  the  Rodent  Officer. 

1.3.  RAG  PLOCK  ACTS  1911  -  1922. 

No  action  was  found  necessary. 

14.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION . 


No.  of  inspections  of  schools . . . 15 

No.  of  inspections  of  school  canteens..., . .43 


School  Canteens  at  Wootton  Glanvilles,  Lydlinch  and  Stalbridge  have 
been  closed  during  the  year.  Pood  is  now  brought  to  the  schools 
concerned  from  other  canteens  in  containers. 

15.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT ,  1948  -  SECTION  47. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  initiate  action  under  Section  47  of  the 
above-mentioned  Act  in  respect  of  any  case  in  the  district  during  the 
year. 

16.  HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during'  the  year  - 

(1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  - 
(a)  the  year  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 


Health  or  Housing  Acts) . 292 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 565 
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(2)  (1^  No.  of  informal  notices  served . . . 36 

(2)  '*  :r  ’’  complied  with . *....37 

(3)  No.  of  Statutory  notices  served. .  6 

(4)  "  ”  "  complied  with .  6 

(3)  (1)  No.  of  houses  ’reported*  under  Section  11  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936 . . .  13 

(2)  Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  in  respect  to  such 
houses  - 

(aj  Demolition  Orders  made . Nil 

(b)  Undertaking  accepted  for  - 

(  i)  Closure . . . 2 

(ii)  Re-conditioning . 4 

(c)  other  action  -  8  Clearance  Orders  have  been  made  *  • 


involving  28  houses  occupied  by  46  persons.  The 
Orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  confirmation. 

( 4)  Overcrowding. 


(1)  No.  of  cases  of  ’statutory  overcrowding’  found  and 

reported  to  Local  Authority . 1 

(2)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated . .1 

(3)  particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding . Nil 

Total  number  of  working  class  houses  in  the  district . 2853 


Rural  Housing  Survey. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  (with  classif ication) • - 


Requisitioned  premises  etc. 


No.  of  houses  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year . 57 

No.  of  houses  de-requisitioned  during  the  year . 22 

No.  of  houses  on  which  demolition  or  closing  orders  had  been 
made,  occupied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year . 14 


New  Houses. 


Category  1 

”  2 

it  3 


Deferred 


preliminary. 

1554 

648 

323 

284 

44 


Detailed. 

53 

481 

307 

311 


No,  of  new  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  - 


Temporary  Swedish  Traditional  Other . 

Prefab.  Timber.-  Type. 

a)  During  1949 

b)  Post-War 

Re -housing. 

Total  number  of  families  rc-housed  during  the  year  by  the 
local  authority . 207 


35 


20 


100 

329 


10 

58 


Re-conditioning  and  improvement. 

One  application  only  was  received  during  the  year  for  an  Improvement 
Grant  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1949.  This  application  was  not 
acceded  to. 


Otherwise  during  the  course  of  the'  year  plans  had  been  approved  in 
respect  of  the  improvement  of  48  houses  (including  4  category  5 
properties)  in  respect  to  which  no  Improvement  Grant  has  been  applied 
for. 
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Housing  Act  1949  -  Section  2, 


«> 


Ho  applications  were  received  in  respect  to  the  quashing  of  a 
Demolition  order  made  on  houses  which  had  subsequently  been  rendered 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

During  the  year  24  recommendations  for  the  granting  of  priority  on 
medical  grounds  in  connection  with  their  application  for  a  Council 
house,  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
conditions  under  which  47  applicants  wore  living,  following 
inspections  carried  out  by  him. 

General  Remarks. 

Continued  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
your  post-war  housing.  110  new  dwellings  were  provided  as  compared 
with  169  in  the  preceding  year,  and  207  families  were  re-housed  as 
compared  with  253  during  the  preceding  year.  The  practical  effect 
of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  and  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
licensing  restrictions  continued  to  make  it  difficult  to  obtain 
adequate  repair  and  reconditioning  of  sub-standard  property. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  representation  of  8  Clearance  Areas  in  respect 
to  which  the  Minister  held  a  local  public  Inquiry  during  the  early 
part  of  1950. 

Although  it  might  appear  that  it  is  illogical  to  take  action  to 
put  out  of  use  unfit  occupied  dwellings  at  a  time  when  there  is  so 
large  a  demand  for  new  houses,  in  practice  this  is  essential  if  the 
waiting  list  for  new  Council  houses  is  to  be  kept  within  reasonable 
proportions.  Unless  the  Council  can  control  the  letting  and  use  of 
unfit  property  or,  alternatively,  such  unfit  property  is  dealt  with 
under  slum  clearance  procedure,  new  occupants  re-occupy  these  unfit 
properties  and  thereby  immediately  qualify  for  priority  in  connection 
with  re-housing  to  the  detriment  of  others  already  on  the  waiting  list. 

Difficulties  have  been  experienced  during  the  year  because  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  provide  village  sewerage  schemes  at  the  samce  pace 
as  new  houses  have  been  erected.  In  an  area  such  as  yours,  where  the 
sub-soil  is  non-porous,  it  is  often  impossible  to  make  satisfactory 
drainage  arrangements  on  the  sites  where  new  houses  require,  on  other 
considerations,  to  be  built.  In  such  areas,  it  is  essential  that 
village  sewerage  schemes  are  provided  at  the  same  time  as  new  houses 
if  nuisances  are  not  to  be  created. 

17 •  INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  ROOD  SUPPLIES. 

1.  MILK. 

On  the  1st  October  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Act  of  1944  came  into 
operation,  together  with  the  regulations  made  under  that  Act.  The 
effect  of  the  Act,  as  far  as  your  Council  is  concerned,  is  to  transfer 
to  the  County  Council  your  responsibilities  with  regard  to  the  super¬ 
vision  of  pasteurisation  plants  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  the  supervision  of  the  hygienic  methods  of  milk  production 
on  the  farm.  Under  the  Act  you  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the 
hygienic  method  of  milk  distribution  within  your  district  and  for  the 
control  of  milk  supplies  where  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for 
believing  that  milk-borne  disease  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be,  caused 
by  the  consumption  of  milk  sold  within  your  district.  The  statistics 
under  paragraph  (a)  below  relate  to  the  period  of  the  year  up  to  the 
1st  October  and  paragraph  (b)  subsequent  to  the  1st  October, 

A.  (a)  Milk  &  Dairies  Order  1926. 


No.  of  farms  in  the  district  registered  for  milk 

production  (includes  smallholders) . . . 366 

No.  of  farms  producing  designated  milk  - 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested, . . . . .  63 

(  b)  Accredited . . . . .  51 

No.  of  farms  producing  non-designated  milk..,.,., . .  ..252 

No.  registered  dairymen  (cowkeepers  &  milk  sellers) . 371 
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No.  registered  as  wholesale . 369 

”  ”  retailers . . . 3 

"  "  wholesale  and  retailers . 47 

( b)  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year . 153 

No.  of  cases  in  which  contravention  of  the 

regulations  were  found . 25 

No.  of  prosecutions  undertaken . Nil. 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Des ignation) Order  1936  -  1941. 

No.  of  licences  granted  during  the  year  - 

Tuberculin  Tested  -  Dealers . Nil 

Supplementary . 1 

Pasteurised  -  Dealers . 2 

Supplementary . 1 


B.  (a)  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  ’dairies  in  the  district  subject  to  registrat ion. . . . 6 
No.  of  ’distributors’  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration . . . . . 6 

( b)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 


Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  dealers  subject  to  licence . .1 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  dealers  subject  to  licence... . .Nil 

Milk  Sampling. 


No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  - 


Tuberculin  Tested . 20 

Accredited . .Nil 

Pasteurised . 24 


In  order  that  some  knowledge  may  be  obtained  with  regard  to  the  quality 
of  the  milk  supplies  in  your  district,  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  County  Medical  officer  for  the  results  of  all  the  milk  samples  taken 
in  your  district  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.,  to  be  notified  to  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  for  these  samples 
to  include  ones  normally  taken  by  the  District  Council, 

2.  Other  Pood  Premises. 


No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section  13  of 

the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938 . 101 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year . 152 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  registration  under 

Section  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938 . *...24 

No.  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  to  - 

(a^  ice  Cream . 14 

(bj  Sausages  &  prepared  meats . 8 

(  c)  Pried  pish . 4 


During  the  year  one  mobile  fish  frying  van  has  been  operating. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  vans  are  not  register&ble  as 
premises  under  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938. 


No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year. .......  . . . . 51 

No,  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  and  submitted  for 
Methylene  Blue  test . 18 
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Results:  No. 

Grade  1  T~ 

Grade  2 ’  2 

Grade  3  5 

Grade'  4  4 


Meat  Inspection. 

(a)  Slaughte rhouse  s.  One  slaughterhouse  is  used  in  this  district 
for  the  slaughter  of  horses  only,  for  human  consumption. 

Details  of  inspections,  made  are  - 


Horse  carcases  inspected . . .... . 75 

Condemnations  - 

Entire  carcases  and  organs . 1 

Livers . 18 

Kidneys . 8 

Hearts . 1 

Lungs. . . 3 

Meat . . . . * . 76  lbs. 


A  drainage  nuisance  caused  by  these  premises  led  to  the  service  of 
a  Statutory  Notice  upon  the  owner.  This  notice  was  not  complied  with, 
but  the  slaughterhouse  ceased  function  on  the  23rd  March  1949,  and 
the  registration  of  this  slaughterhouse  has  been  cancelled. 

(b )  Butchers  and  other  shops  - 
Quantities  condemned  -  ' ' 


Tins  of  food. .............. 

. 32 

batches 

ozs, 

lbs. 

@  1  lb. 
lbs. 

Gorgonzola  cheese . 

Minced  beef . . . 

Meat  pies* . . . . 

Ham . 

. 6 

Codfish. . . . 

. 5 

stones. 

Dabs. . . . . .  .  . 

Geese . 

. 2 

Ducks . 

Rabbi  ts. ....... ._ . 

18.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

No.  of  investigations  carried  out . Nil 

No.  of  disinfections  carried  out . Nil 

19 .  SUMMARY  OF  -SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Total  number  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) . 2393 

u  M  Informal  notices  served . 89 

u  "  Informal  notices  complied  with . 87 

51  Statutory  notices  served . 7 

"  M  Statutory  notices  complied  with . 7 

No.  of  prosecutions. . 1 


D.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  ( OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 


Incidence 


Disease. 


Total  Cases 

Notified. 


Lobar  Pneumonia  3 

Scarlet  fever  4 

Erysipelas  5 

Acute  Primary  pneumonia  1 

Whooping  cough  18 

Measles  106 

Acute  Anterior  Polio¬ 
myelitis  1 

Polioencephalitis  1 


Total  Deaths 


1 
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Tuberculosis. 

liew  Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

Respiratory.  N on-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  N on-Respiratory. 

2  Nil  Nil  1 

Food  Poisoning  -  Nil. 

THE  » PROBLEM  FAMILY  * . 

I  have  not  previously  referred  in  my  reports  to  the,  as  yet, 
unsolved  problem  of  social  medicine  -  the  ’problem’  or  ’sub-standard’ 
family. 

As  a  housing  authority  you  are  faced  with  &  peculiar  problem 
when  de aline  with  such  families.  On  the  one  hand,  you  have  a 
statutory  duty  to  re-house  those  persons  in  your  district  who  are  in 
the  greatest  need  of  satisfactory  housing  conditions,  and  the  ’problem’ 
family  is  usually  in  such  need.  On  the  other  hand,  if  as  housing 
authority  you  do  your  duty  to  such  families,  only  too  often  are  you 
likely  to  find  yourself  having  to  turn  out  such  a  family  from  one  of 
your  Council  houses  for  arrears  of  rent,  and  in  addition,  you  find 
yourself  left  with  a  house  requiring  extensive  repair  and  re-decoration 
before  it  can  again  be  let.  All  this  makes  a  not  inconsiderable 
charge  to  your  Housing  Revenue  Account. 

Some  ’problem’  families  undoubtedly  improve  when  re-housed  in  more 
satisfactory  accommodation,  but  unf ortunately  too  many  fail  to  do  so 
and  remain  a  social  problem.  Present  legislation  falls  short  of 
requirements  toward  the  rehabilitation  of  ’problem’  families,  and  so 
the  only  practical  step  which  can  at  present  be'  taken  is  close  co¬ 
operation  between  County  Districts  and  County  Councils  in  order  that 
as  much  as  possible  may  be  done  within  these  restrictive  powers  to 
prevent  the  deterioration  in  home  conditions,  before  the  conditions 
have  become  so  bad  as  to  justify  a  prosecution  of  the  parents  for 
neglect  of  the  children,  and  removal  of  the  children  from  the  home. 

This  is  unsatisfactory,  in  so  far  as  the  removal  of  the  children  from 
their  home  should  be  the  last,  and  not  the  first,  step  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  family. 

The  only  two  practical  contributions  I  can  see  which  a  housing 
authority  alone  can  make  toward  the  solution  of  the  problem  arc  as 

follows : - 

1.  The  provision  of  ’half-way  house’  accommodation.  This  might  be 
in  the  form  of  converted  hutted  camps  or  re-conditioned  cottage 
property  having  reasonable  sanitary  facilities,  and  which  can  be  let 
at  a  lower  cost  than  the  ordinary  Council  house.  Inadequately  housed 
’problem’  families  can  bo  re-housed  in  such  ’half-way  house’ 
accommodation  until  they  prove  themselves  capable  of  improving  their 
standard  of  living  sufficiently  to  justify  their  transfer  to  an 
ordinary  Council  house, 

2.  The  adjustment  of  their  Council  house  rents  in  accordance  with 
the  means  of  the  occupiers,  or  alternatively  the  granting  of  rebates 

to  those  who  are  unable  to  afford  the  standard  rent.  ’  hen  the  ’problem’ 
family  includes  a  large  number  of  children  of  school  age,  and  the  only 
working;  member  of  the  family  is  the  father,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find 
that  the  family  cannot  pay  its  way,  arrears  of  rent  accumulate  and 
the  family  as  a  result  lose  their  home. 

The  prevention  of  the  ’problem’  family  and  the  rehabilitation  of 
such  families  long  before  they  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Magistrates’ 
Court  would  be  a  material  contribution  toward  the  reduction  of 
juvenile  delinquency. 

You  have  faced  this  problem  in  your  district  and  are  using  ’half-way 
house’  accommodation  on  the  lines  indicated  above,  but  until 
legislation  allows  more  adequate  practical  steps  being  taken  toward 
the  early  rehabilitation  of  such  families,  the  hard  core  of  the 
problem  will  not  be  solved. 

NOEL  F.  PEARSON 
Medical  officer  of  Health. 
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